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Rowe High to open Friday, employee recovering

James “Nikki” Rowe High School will be closed for at least one more day as McAllen ISD officials take a “safety first” approach toward the campus. 

The plan is for classes to begin at 8:15 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 3. Temporary equipment is being brought in from Houston, Brownsville, Corpus Christi and locally to cool the building.

An employee who was injured in Tuesday’s event is stable, alert and responsive. He remains hospitalized in San Antonio and is receiving treatment for second and third degree-burns sustained on his arms and hands.

McAllen ISD Superintendent, James Ponce, Ed.D., has been in contact with his family. The superintendent’s office has also contacted the school districts where the employee’s children attend to make certain support is there for them if they need it.

“On behalf of the Board, I would just like to say that our thoughts and prayers are with the employee who was injured at Rowe High School yesterday and his family. We wish him a quick recovery,” School Board President Daniel Vela said. “Also, I would like to commend the staff at Rowe High School for an excellent job in making sure all our students were kept safe. We also appreciate the support from Administration, our Police Department and the McAllen Fire Department for their assistance.”
Dr. Ponce echoed those sentiments.

“The staff at Rowe just needs to be commended,” he said. “Everybody was in ‘help mode.’ There wasn’t a panic. I appreciate everyone involved.”
The School Board held an emergency meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 1 and passed a motion to give Dr. Ponce the authority to contract for the replacement, repair and/or rental of the necessary equipment for this facility.
Officials are working together and monitoring the situation including those from McAllen ISD, American Electric Power and the city Fire Marshall. Temporary equipment that is “stand alone” and contains its own power source will be installed in time to cool down the building as quickly as possible. Currently there is electrical power in the school but no functioning air conditioning unit.
The District is looking forward to having the students back in school by Friday.

The Fire Marshall will give the final clearance for students and staff to re-enter the building. Everything is being done with an emphasis on health and safety.
“We want to proceed with caution,” Dr. Ponce said.
