
NOTICE OF MEETING TO BE HELD BY THE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 2022 - 9:00 AM 
MCALLEN PUBLIC LIBRARY – 4001 N. 23RD STREET  

BOARD ROOM  
 

AGENDA 
 

At any time during the course of this meeting, the Historic Preservation Council may retire to Executive Session under Texas 
Government Code 551.071(2) to confer with its legal counsel on any subject matter on this agenda in which the duty of the 
attorney to the Historic Preservation Council under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of 
Texas clearly conflicts with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. Further, at any time during the course of this 
meeting, the Historic Preservation Council may retire to Executive Session to deliberate on any subject slated for discussion 
at this meeting, as may be permitted under one or more of the exceptions to the Open Meetings Act set forth in Title 5, 
Subtitle A, Chapter 551, Subchapter D of the Texas Government Code  

CALL TO ORDER - 
 

 

1. Elections of Officers  
 

 

     a) Election of Officers  
 

 

2. Minutes 
 

 

     a) Minutes for the meeting held on March 23, 2022 
 

 

3. Public Hearing (to be conducted at 9:00 a.m.) 
 

 

   
  a) REQUEST OF LETICIA ESCOBEDO FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR THE 

ADDITION OF A FENCE TO A PROPERTY WITHIN THE LAS PALMAS HISTORIC DISTRICT AT 
THE SOUTH ½ OF LOT 11 AND ALL OF LOT 12, BLOCK 28, NORTH MCALLEN SUBDIVISION, 
HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS; 400 NORTH 15TH STREET (CLM2022-0001) (TABLED 03/23/2022) 

 
 

4. Discussion and Possible Action 
 

 

     a) Lost Resource and Historic Sites  
 

 

     b) Priority Historic Resource List  
 

 

     c) Historic Preservation Month Activities  
 

 

5. Adjournment 
 

 

 
 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 
 

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above agenda for the meeting of the McAllen 
Historic Preservation Council is a true and correct copy and that I posted a true and correct copy of 
said notice on the bulletin board in the municipal building, a place convenient and readily accessible 
to the general public at all times, and said notice was posted on the 14th day of April, 2022 at 3:00 
p.m. and will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of 
said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
 
 

 Jessica Cavazos, Administrative Supervisor 
 



 
Election for 

Officers 



 
 
STATE OF TEXAS  
COUNTY OF HIDALGO 
CITY OF MCALLEN 
 
The Historic Preservation Council convened in a special meeting on Wednesday, March 23, 2022 
at 9:05 am at the McAllen Development Center – 311 North 15th Street – Planning Conference. 
 
Present: Orlando Gutierrez            Acting Chairperson  
 Juan Cisneros   Vice Chairperson  
 Trisha Scott    Member  
 Odette Macdonald  Member 
               
Absent: Danny Boultinghouse            Member 
 David Cazares  Member 
 Dr. Jacklyn Miller  Member   
     
Staff Present:          Iris Dominguez  Assistant City Attorney  
 Edgar Garcia    Planning Director 
 Liliana Garza   Planner II 
                                 Natalie Martinez                    Administrative Assistant         
                
CALL TO ORDER – Orlando Gutierrez- Acting Chairperson  
 

1. Elections of Officers 
 

Mr. Cisneros moved to table the elections. Ms. Trisha Scott seconded the motion. The board voted 
to table the elections with four board members present and voting.  
 

2. Minutes  
 

a) Minutes for meeting held February 25, 2022   
 
Ms. Trisha Scott moved to approve the minutes. Ms. Odette Macdonald seconded the motion. The 
board voted to approve the minutes with four board members present and voting  
 

3. Public Hearing: (To be conducted at 9:00am) 
 

a) Request of Leticia Escobedo for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the addition of a fence 
to a property within the Las Palmas Historic District at the South ½ of lot 11 and all of lot 
12, block 28, North McAllen Subdivision, Hidalgo County, Texas; 400 North 15th Street. 
(CLM2022-0001) 

 
A Certificate of Appropriateness is required for all proposed exterior alterations, new 
construction, and demolition within a local historic district. The goal of a Certificate of 
Appropriateness is to preserve historic, architectural, and cultural heritage by protecting 
character-defining features of the Las Palmas Historic District. 
 
The property is located at the northeast corner of N. 15th Street and Date Palm Avenue. The 
lot has 75 feet of frontage along N. 15th Street and a depth of 140 feet for a lot size of 10,500 
square feet. The style of architecture of the residential home is ranch style. 
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The applicant is proposing to install a see through 48-inch in height white vinyl fence around 
the property within the Las Palmas Historic District at 400 North 15th Street. The applicant is 
proposing to install a 4-foot in height vinyl spaced picket fence on the north, west, and south 
side from front of the property.  

The design review process for the Certification of Appropriateness is critical within a designated 
historic district to ensure that the unique and defining characteristics of the area are maintained 
according to the design standards of the Las Palmas Historic District. 

 
Historically, fence enclosures for privacy in the Las Palmas district, if they existed, were isolated 
to the rear. Low landscaping walls of stone or brick construction were designed along the front 
and side property line so as to not obstruct the sight lines of the properties. Any new walls shall 
not be located along the front yard, abutting the existing sidewalk.  

 
1. The proposed fence on the front of the house will be 4 ft. tall white vinyl spaced 

picket fence panel with pointed pickets on the west property line, along N. 15th 
Street. The fence will not obstruct the sight lines of the property.  

 
2. The proposed fence on the front of the house will be 4 ft. tall white vinyl spaced 

picket fence panel along the south and north property boundaries. The fence 
will not obstruct the sight lines of the property.  

 
  

The plans submitted comply with the Las Palmas Local Landmark District Design Standards 
for fencing. Therefore, staff recommends approval of the proposed fencing as requested by the 
applicant. 
 
Mr. Gutierrez stated that new proposals are welcomed, but they should be based for betterment 
of the neighborhood. He sees 2 different fence styles proposed, which are different from the 
existing fences along the northeast corner and alley. Mr. Gutierrez asked how was that going 
to make it better? 
 
Mr. Bocanegra stated that the fence in the back was built way before the historic district was 
created and it had already come with the house. The fence in the back along the alley gives 
privacy from the alley. He did not want a solid fence in the front, he wanted a little openness. 
However people have been stealing newspaper, chairs, sat on the chairs that were there, 
people thinking it was a hotel. People don’t have respect for the property so that’s why it would 
be best to put a fence.  
 
Mr. Gutiérrez stated that dealing with 3 different styles are going to impact the view of the 
neighborhood and with time it will affect the property. Mr. Gutierrez recommended to have the 
same design all around including the back.  
 
The contractor of Bocanegra, stated that in the near future they can add the white fence. The 
contractor asked if it had to be done now or the near future. Mr. Gutierrez answered that it 
would be best to approach the entire fence all together.  
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Ms. Trisha Scott addresses that the back fence was not the issue in this case. It’s for an 
extension of the current fence along the back fence running along the side and a different 
design in the front so the back fence along alley was something that should not be addressed 
today. 
 
Ms. Trisha Scott asked Mr. Bocanegra if the vertical posts were going to be identical or were 
they not. The contractor of Bocanegra stated that it was all going to be the same, same color, 
same weight the only difference would be the tips of the pickets.  
 
Mr. Bocanegra stated that he would do everything to keep the top cover the same, everything 
possible to change it to the same caps. Ms. Trisha Scott stated that was the only concern. To 
making it all look the same rather than having 2 separate types. Mr. Bocanegra said that in the 
near future his wife would want to plant so the area can look nice and if he stays at the 4 feet 
might take away the look from the street so more less I can keep the 3 feet.  
 
Mr. Gutierrez stated that the main concern will be the height of the fence, that it is too low for 
the front and its different dimensions. Mr. Bocanegra stated that there was a divide between 
the back and the front. The actual proposed was supposed to be 2 ½ only because if they plant 
rose bushes it can give it visual to the people, and because 4 feet was the only options they 
sell, but 4 feet is too high and would not give the house visual. 
 
The contractor of Bocanegra, asked if they put the same height all the way around if that would 
be okay, the 4 feet one. Mr. Gutierrez stated that new fence new design, One design all around.  
 
Mr. Bocanegra stated that it would have 2 different designs on both sides and a different design 
in the front. The main purpose for the front design would be different is to allow the plants and 
pottery to be visible to the public. 
 
Mr. Bocanegra stated that he will get with his ex-wife and let her know what the little changes 
they need. 
 
Mr. Cisneros made a comment that stated quote as per Las Palmas District design guidelines 
with respective fencing “fencing in low line walls are not recommended along the front yard 
binding the sidewalks along the side property line that meets the street per corner lots” it’s a 
guideline not an ordinance, we are recommending a deviation from that then a deviation of 1 
and deviation of the next. He recommended to table the item even though we have a corum.    
 
Public Hearing:  
 
Senator Juan Jesus “Chuy” Hinojosa was in support of the fence. He stated that the owners 
have a very nice house and well-kept and that there was a lot of homeless people who walk 
around and sit under the palm tree and sometimes If you don’t have a fence they go into your 
property. With also unknown people who get down the bus station. If you don’t have a fence, 
they will go sit at your property. He mentioned that the family have good taste and would make 
the fence look nice. 
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Mr. Juan Cisneros made a motion to table the item. Trisha Scott seconded the motion with 4 
board members present and voting.   
  
       4. Discussion and Possible Action: 
 

a) Lost Resources and Historic Sites  
b) Priority Historic Resource List    
c) Historic Preservation Month Activities 

    
Ms. Garza spoke about the Historic Preservation Month Activities and the ideas she has. For 
example: send press release about preservation month, hold a historic preservation cleanup day 
and use social media to encourage everyone to post stories about the historic places within the city.  
 
Mr. Cisneros stated about a project he was doing last year on the old strouts store. It was built more 
than 50 years ago and it was owned by AMF manufacture, which is a bowling equipment 
manufacture. It is a good idea to back and look into the history of that building.  
 
Ms. Scott stated about a now and then photo. Reprint it as a black and white photo and a small brief 
description about who built it and who owned it.  
 
Ms. Macdonald stated about having a trolley once a month who gives out tours to show the different 
landmarks within the city. 
 

d) Adjournment 
 
Mr. Johnny Cisneros made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Trisha Scott seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously with four members present and voting. The meeting was 
adjourned at approximately 9:52 a.m. 
 
  

    ________________________ 
     Orlando Gutierrez 
     Acting Chairperson 

 
C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

 
I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above agenda for the meeting of the 
McAllen Historic Preservation Council is a true and correct copy and that I posted a true and 
correct copy of said notice on the bulletin board in the municipal building, a place convenient 
and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said notice was posted on the 
18th day of March 2022 at 3:00 p.m. and will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 
hours preceding the scheduled time of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the 
Texas Government Code. 
 
         ______________________________________ 
         Jessica Cavazos– Administrative Supervisor   



 

MEMO 
TO: Historic Preservation Council 

 
FROM: Planning Staff 

 
DATE: March 11, 2020 

 

SUBJECT:   REQUEST OF LETICIA ESCOBEDO FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
FOR THE ADDITION OF A FENCE TO A PROPERTY WITHIN THE LAS PALMAS 
HISTORIC DISTRICT AT THE SOUTH ½ OF LOT 11 AND ALL OF LOT 12, BLOCK 28, 
NORTH MCALLEN SUBDIVISION, HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS; 400 NORTH 15TH 
STREET (CLM2022-0001) 

 

GOAL: A Certificate of Appropriateness is required for all proposed exterior alterations, new 
construction, and demolition within a local historic district. The goal of a Certificate of Appropriateness 
is to preserve historic, architectural, and cultural heritage by protecting character-defining features of 
the Las Palmas Historic District. 

 
BACKGROUND: The property is located at the northeast corner of N. 15th Street and Date Palm 
Avenue. The lot has 75 feet of frontage along N. 15th Street and a depth of 140 feet for a lot size of 
10,500 square feet. The style of architecture of the residential home is ranch style. 

PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing to install a see through 48-inch in height white vinyl fence 
around the property within the Las Palmas Historic District at 400 North 15th Street. The applicant is 
proposing to install a 4-foot in height vinyl spaced picket fence on the north, west, and south side from 
front of the property.  

ANALYSIS: The design review process for the Certification of Appropriateness is critical within a 
designated historic district to ensure that the unique and defining characteristics of the area are 
maintained according to the design standards of the Las Palmas Historic District. 

 
FENCING: Historically, fence enclosures for privacy in the Las Palmas district, if they existed, 
were isolated to the rear. Low landscaping walls of stone or brick construction were designed 
along the front and side property line so as to not obstruct the sight lines of the properties. Any 
new walls shall not be located along the front yard, abutting the existing sidewalk.  
 

1. The proposed fence on the front of the house will be 4 ft. tall white vinyl spaced picket 
fence panel with pointed pickets on the west property line, along N. 15th Street. The fence 
will not obstruct the sight lines of the property.  

 
2. The proposed fence on the front of the house will be 4 ft. tall white vinyl spaced picket 

fence panel along the south and north property boundaries. The fence will not obstruct 
the sight lines of the property.  

 
  

RECOMMENDATION: The plans submitted comply with the Las Palmas Local Landmark District 
Design Standards for fencing. Therefore, staff recommends approval of the proposed fencing as 
requested by the applicant. 

Planning Department 
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purposes and is not prepared for or suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on ground survery and represent approximate relative location of property boundaries.

ZONING LEGEND

A-O    (AGRICULTURAL & OPEN SPACE)

R-1     (SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL)

R-2     (DUPLEX-FOURPLEX)

R-3A   (APARTMENTS)

R-3C   (CONDOMINUIMS)

R-3T     (TOWNHOUSES)

SUBJECT PROPERTY

LEGENDPLANNING DEPARTMENT

 AREA MAP 

1/4 MILE RADIUS

This map is a representation of the official zoning map.  For zoning verification contact the Planning Department at 956-681-1250, or select city maps at http://www.mcallen.net. Futhermore, This map is for informational

C-3   (GENERAL BUSINESS)

C-3L  (LIGHT COMMERCIAL)

C-4   (COMMERICIAL INDUSTRIAL)

I-1     (LIGHT INDUSTRIAL)

I-2     (HEAVY INDUSTRIAL)

         (SPECIAL DISTRICT)

SCALE: N.T.S.

200 FT. NOTIFICATION BOUNDARY

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