
 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING TO BE HELD BY THE 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COUNCIL 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2020 - 9:00 AM 

MCALLEN DEVELOPMENT CENTER – 311 NORTH 15TH STREET 
EXECUTIVE ROOM 

 
Web: https://zoom.us/join or phone: (346) 248-7799 

Meeting ID: 672-423-1883 
 

AGENDA 

 
At any time during the course of this meeting, the Historic Preservation Council may retire to Executive Session under Texas Government 
Code 551.071(2) to confer with its legal counsel on any subject matter on this agenda in which the duty of the attorney to the Planning & 
Zoning Board under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas clearly conflicts with Chapter 551 of the 
Texas Government Code. Further, at any time during the course of this meeting, the Planning and Zoning Commission may retire to Executive 
Session to deliberate on any subject slated for discussion at this meeting, as may be permitted under one or more of the exceptions to the 
Open Meetings Act set forth in Title 5, Subtitle A, Chapter 551, Subchapter D of the Texas Government Code  

CALL TO ORDER - CHAIRPERSON JOE AVERILL, JR.  
 

1. Public Comment  
 

2. Minutes 
 

     a) Minutes for the meeting held on June 24, 2020 
 

3. Public Hearing (to be conducted at 9:00 A.M.) 
 

     a) Certificate of Appropriateness – 615 North 15th Street 
 

4. Discussion and Possible Action 
 

     a) Lost Resource and Historic Sites 
 

     b) Priority Historic Resource List 
 

     c) Texas Treasure Business Award Update 
 

     d) Possible Tour of Koelle House - 1206 North Main Street 
 

5. Adjournment 
 

 
 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 
 

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above agenda for the meeting of the McAllen 
Historic Preservation Council is a true and correct copy and that I posted a true and correct copy of 
said notice on the bulletin board in the municipal building, a place convenient and readily accessible to 
the general public at all times, and said notice was posted on the 7th day of August, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. 
and will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of said 
meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
 
 

 Jessica Cavazos, Administrative Supervisor 
 

https://zoom.us/join
https://zoom.us/join
https://zoom.us/join


 
 
 
STATE OF TEXAS  
COUNTY OF HIDALGO 
CITY OF MCALLEN 
 
The Historic Preservation Council convened in a special meeting on Wednesday, June 24, 
2020 at 9:24 a.m. p.m. at City Hall, 3rd floor City Commission Chambers. 
 
Present: Joe Averill, Jr.            Chairperson (via teleconference) 
 Orlando Gutierrez  Member 
 Teddy Martin   Member (via teleconference) 
  Dr. Jaclyn Miller                  Member (via teleconference) 
 
Absent:  Johnny Cisneros  Member 
  Trisha Scott   Member 
  David Cazares  Member 
 
Staff Present:           Evaristo Garcia  Assistant City Attorney  
    Rodrigo Sanchez  Senior Planner 
    Liliana Garza   Planner II 
                                Porfirio Hernandez             Technician II 
                                Carmen White                    Administrative Secretary        
                
CALL TO ORDER – Joe Averill, Jr., Chairperson (via teleconference) 
 

1. Public Comment 
 

2. Minutes  
 

a) Minutes for meeting held January 22, 2020 
 

b) Minutes for meeting held January 31, 2020 
 

c) Minutes for meeting held February 5, 2020 
 

Mr. Teddy Martin moved to approve the minutes. Mr. Orlando Gutierrez seconded the motion. 
The board voted to approve the minutes with four board members present and voting  
 

3. Public Hearing and Action: (to be conducted at 9:00 a.m.) 
 

4. Discussion and Possible Action 
 

a) Lost Resource and Historic Sites 
 

b) Priority Historic Resource List 
 

c) Texas Treasure Business Award Update 
 

d) Possible Tour of Koelle House – 1206 N. Main Street 
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Ms. Garza stated there were no updates to the list mentioned above however, the Koelle house 
was still under construction. Staff would be able to schedule a tour date once construction is 
completed.  
 
Chairperson Joe Averill asked if there were any other items to go over. Ms. Garza stated not at 
the moment but there was a possibility there would be a new case but they had not applied for 
the application. Chairperson Averill inquired when the Board would be able to meet in person. 
Dr. Miller had mentioned that the numbers of cases were rising and it would be a better idea to 
meet through teleconference.  
 
Chairperson Averill inquired about having meeting through Zoom or via teleconference instead 
of audio. Ms. Garza stated for the meetings of Zoning Board of Adjustment and Planning & 
Zoning, they are done by Zoom. However, this meeting was only for the minutes. We can have 
a Zoom meeting for July’s if the Board wishes to do so.  
 

5. Adjournment 
 
Mr. Teddy Martin made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Orlando Gutierrez seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously with four members present and voting. The meeting was 
adjourned at approximately 9:44 a.m. 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Joe Averill, Jr. Chairperson   

 
 

 
C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above agenda for the meeting of the McAllen Historic 
Preservation Council is a true and correct copy and that I posted a true and correct copy of said notice on the bulletin 
board in the municipal building, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said 
notice was posted on the 21st  day of June, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. and will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 
hours preceding the scheduled time of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Carmen White, Administrative Secretary 

 



 

MEMO 
TO: Historic Preservation Council 

 
FROM: Planning Staff 

 
DATE: August 4, 2020 

 

SUBJECT:   REQUEST OF MARC MILLIS FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR 
THE EXTERIOR MODIFICATIONS TO AN EXISTING RESIDENCE WITHIN THE LAS 
PALMAS HISTORIC DISTRICT AT THE SOUTH ½ OF LOT 2 AND ALL OF LOT 3, 
BLOCK 11, NORTH MCALLEN SUBDIVISION, HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS; 615 
NORTH 15TH STREET (CLM2020-0003) 

GOAL: A Certificate of Appropriateness is required for all proposed exterior alterations, new 
construction, and demolition within a local historic district. The goal of a Certificate of Appropriateness 
is to preserve historic, architectural, and cultural heritage by protecting character-defining features of 
the Las Palmas Historic District. 

 
BACKGROUND: The property is located at the west side of N. 15th Street and 75 ft. South Gumwood 
Avenue. The lot has 75 feet of frontage along N. 15th Street and a depth of 140 feet for a lot size of 
10,500 square feet. As per the design standards (please refer to page 7-2), the house on the property 
is considered a noncontributing building within the local landmark district. A noncontributing building 
does not add to the historic associations, historic architectural qualities, or archeological values for 
which property is significant.  However, noncontributing properties that are part of the Las Palmas Local 
Landmark District still require to complete Certificate of Appropriateness application for major 
alterations/additions because these construction changes may affect the character-defining features of 
the entire district. Windows are also a character-defining features of the entire district.   

PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing to remove 2 circular windows, 6 small square windows and 3 
rectangular windows on the front of the existing house. The applicant is proposing to remove all stucco 
window trim from the front of the house and install 5 arched windows. The applicant is also proposing 
to repaint the exterior of the house to aged white and repaint the outside trim to black fox.   

ANALYSIS: The design review process for the Certification of Appropriateness is critical within a 
designated historic district to ensure that the unique and defining characteristics of the area are 
maintained according to the design standards of the Las Palmas Historic District. 

 
WINDOWS: As per the design standards (please refer to page 7-15) for the Las Palmas Historic 
District historic windows can be made more energy efficient by simply re-glazing window panes 
and/or applying weather stripping. When original windows must be replaced for energy 
efficiency, the new windows must match the original configuration, dimension, profile and finish. 
The proposed scope of work is as follows:  
 

1. The two round eyed windows with trim on each side of the chimney in front of the house 
will be removed and will be replaced with two 36 in. by 60 in. arch windows.      

 
2. The six small square windows on half the cylinder above the front entrance of the house 

will be removed and will be replaced with three 32 in. by 48 in. arch window facades.  
 

3. The three rectangular windows with their trim on the south of the front entrance of the 

Planning Department 



house will be removed and the openings will be enclosed with stucco wall. The enclosure 
of the three windows will not affect the architecture style of the house.   

 
4. The stucco trim around all front windows will be removed; however, the trim around the 

house on top will be repainted to back fox and the exterior walls of the house will be 
repainted to aged white.  

 
RECOMMENDATION: The plans submitted comply with the Las Palmas Local Landmark District 
Design Standards for windows. Even though this is a noncontributing building, the proposed alteration 
may positively enhance the character-defining feature of windows that are part of the building. 
Therefore, staff recommends approval of the proposed removal and replacement of windows and 
exterior painting as requested by the applicant. 
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R-3A   (APARTMENTS)
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SUBJECT PROPERTY

SCALE: N.T.S.
LEGENDPLANNING DEPARTMENT

200 FT. NOTIFICATION BOUNDARY

 AREA MAP 
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This map is a representation of the official zoning map.  For zoning verification contact the Planning Department at 956-681-1250, or select city maps at http://www.mcallen.net. Futhermore, This map is for informational

R-4    (MOBILE HOMES)

C-1   (OFFICE BUILDING)

C-2   (NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL)

C-3   (GENERAL BUSINESS)

C-3L  (LIGHT COMMERCIAL)

C-4   (COMMERICIAL INDUSTRIAL)

I-1     (LIGHT INDUSTRIAL)

I-2     (HEAVY INDUSTRIAL)

         (SPECIAL DISTRICT)

CITY OF McALLEN

purposes and is not prepared for or suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on ground survery and represent approximate relative location of property boundaries.
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