
NOTICE OF MEETING TO BE HELD BY THE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2022 - 9:00 AM 
CITY HALL, COMMISSION CHAMBER, 3RD FLOOR  

1300 Houston Avenue, McAllen, Texas 78501  
 

AGENDA 
 

At any time during the course of this meeting, the Historic Preservation Council may retire to Executive Session under Texas 
Government Code 551.071(2) to confer with its legal counsel on any subject matter on this agenda in which the duty of the 
attorney to the Historic Preservation Council Board under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State 
Bar of Texas clearly conflicts with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. Further, at any time during the course of this 
meeting, the Historic Preservation Council may retire to Executive Session to deliberate on any subject slated for discussion 
at this meeting, as may be permitted under one or more of the exceptions to the Open Meetings Act set forth in Title 5, 
Subtitle A, Chapter 551, Subchapter D of the Texas Government Code  

Public Comment (Individuals wishing to speak regarding an agenda item) 
CALL TO ORDER - 
 

 

     a) Chairperson- Orlando Gutierrez 
 

 

1. Minutes 
 

 

     a) Minutes for meeting held on August 25, 2022 
 

 

2. Public Hearing  
 

 

   
  a) Request of Jack E. and Hilda Edwards for a designation of a McAllen City Landmark at the 

West 25 ft. of Lot 11, and all of Lots 12 and 13, block 11, Milmore Addition to McAllen 
Subdivision, Hidalgo County, Texas; 1321 Jasmine Avenue. (HIS2022-0001)  

 
 

3. Adjournment 
 

 

 
If any accommodations for a disability is required, please notify the planning department (956-681-
1250) 72 hours before the meeting date with regarding to any item, the historic preservation council 
may take various actions, including but not limited to rescheduling an item entirety for a particular 
action at a future date.  
 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 
 

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above agenda for the meeting of the McAllen 
Historic Preservation Council is a true and correct copy and that I posted a true and correct copy of 
said notice on the bulletin board in the municipal building, a place convenient and readily accessible 
to the general public at all times, and said notice was posted on the 23rd of September, 2022 at 3:00 
p.m. and will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of 
said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
 
 

 Jessica Cavazos , Administrative Supervisor 
 



 
 
STATE OF TEXAS  
COUNTY OF HIDALGO 
CITY OF MCALLEN 
 
The Historic Preservation Council convened in a meeting on Thursday, August 25, 2022 at 9:01am 
at the McAllen City Hall – 1300 Houston Avenue – Commission Chambers. 
 
Present: Orlando Gutierrez            Chairperson    
 Dr. Jacklyn Miller   Vice-Chairperson   
 Odette Macdonald  Member 
 Danny Boultinghouse  Member                           
 David Cazares  Member 
 Trisha Scott   Member  
 Carolina Civarolo  Member   
     
Staff Present:          Isaac Tawil    Assistant City Attorney 
 Edgar Garcia    Planning Director   
 Liliana Garza   Planner III 
                                 Natalie Martinez                    Administrative Assistant 
      Porfirio Hernandez             Planning Technician II  
                         
CALL TO ORDER – Orlando Gutierrez – Chairperson   
 

1. Minutes  
 

a) Minutes for meeting held on May 25, 2022 
 
Mr. Danny Boultinghouse moved to approve the minutes. Ms. Trisha Scott second the motion. The 
board voted to approve the minutes with 7 board members present and voting. 
 

2. Public Hearing 
 

a) Request of Agua Dulce Partners, LLC for a Certificate of Appropriateness for a 
proposed addition of a carport on a property within the Las Palmas Historic District 
at the North ½ of Lot 11 and all of Lot 10, block 37, North McAllen Subdivision, 
Hidalgo County, Texas; 308 North 15th Street. (CLM2022-0002) 

 
 

A Certificate of Appropriateness is required for all proposed exterior alterations, new 
construction, and demolition within a local historic district. The goal of a Certificate of 
Appropriateness is to preserve historic, architectural, and cultural heritage by protecting 
character-defining features of the Las Palmas Historic District. 

 
The property is located on the east side of N. 15th Street, 75 ft. north of Date Palm Avenue. 
The lot has 75 feet of frontage along N. 15th Street and a depth of 140 feet for a lot size of 
10,500 square feet. The property is currently zoned C-1 (office) District.The style of architecture 
of the office building is ranch style. 

The applicant is proposing to install a 20 ft. by 19 ft. metal carport on the south side along the 
alley replicating the existing one on the north side.  
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The design review process for the Certification of Appropriateness is critical within a 
designated historic district to ensure that the unique and defining characteristics of the area 
are maintained according to the design standards of the Las Palmas Historic District. 

 
Parking within the neighborhood is currently limited to either detached 
garages/carports located at the rear of the lot accessed from either the alley or from 
side street for corner lots. Construction of carports is discouraged unless limited to the 
rear of the lot and not visible from the street.  
 

1. The proposed metal carport on the rear of the commercial building will be 20 ft. 
by 19 ft. and 9.5 ft. tall. The carport will be the same color as the existing carport 
on the north side. The carport will not be visible from the street.  

 
 
Marlene Myer (applicant) stated that she wanted to build a carport for one employee that 
doesn’t have shade for his vehicle. She has a four space carport on the north side of the 
property. Four people have coverage and one does not. David (constructor) stated that the 
carport will look 100% similar to what is already build, just a little higher.  
 
Board Member Orlando Gutierrez asked David the constructor if the carport will be right on the 
property line or leave a setback? David the constructor stated that it will be in compliance with 
the setbacks. Ms. Marlene Myer also stated that it has already been approved by planning and 
engineering on the way it will be constructed.  
 
After discussion Mr. Danny Boultinghouse moved to approve the item. Mr. David Cazares second 
the motion. The board voted to approve the item with 7 board members present and voting. 
 
   
 
   3. Discussion and Possible Action: 
 

a) Real Places Conference 2023 
 

Ms. Liliana Garza stated about the Real Places Conference 2023 being promoted for the dates 
February 1st thru the 3rd. It will be taken place virtual or in person in Austin, Texas. Virtual option will 
have access up to the 60 days.    
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:09 a.m. 
 
  

    ________________________ 
     Orlando Gutierrez  
                             Chairperson 

  



  
 

 

Memo 
TO:  McAllen Historic Preservation Council 

FROM:  Liliana Garza, Planner III 

DATE:  September 21, 2022 

SUBJECT: REQUEST OF JACK E. AND HILDA EDWARDS FOR A DESIGNATION OF A 
MCALLEN CITY LANDMARK AT THE WEST 25 FT. OF LOT 11, AND ALL 
OF LOTS 12 AND 13, BLOCK 11, MILMOR ADDITION TO MCALLEN 
SUBDIVISION, HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS; 1321 JASMINE AVENUE. 
(HIS2022-0001) 

______________________________________________________________________ 
GOAL: 
To protect, enhance and preserve landmarks or districts of historical and cultural importance 
and significance as necessary to promote the economic, cultural, educational and general 
welfare of the public. 
 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 
The subject property is located at the southeast corner of North Main Street and Jasmine 
Avenue.  The zoning designation for this tract is R-1 (single family residential) District and there 
is currently a residence located on the subject property. The architectural classification for the 
building is English Tudor.  
 

HISTORY OF MR. MILLER: 
Paul David Miller was born on August 14, 1887, in Russell, Kansas. He initially worked 
alongside his father as a grain dealer at M.P. Miller and Son and then headed the company 
when his father retired in 1900. Around 1922, he moved to Houston, Texas where his career as 
a commercial executive and financial firm expert began with Houston Building and Loan 
association. He moved to Donna, Texas in June 1925, where he remained in an official capacity 
with the newly formed Valley Building and Loan Association. He became associated with R.C. 
Morris in the new firm and the two men witnessed the growth of the institution over a period of 
several months before moving their headquarters to McAllen.  
 
In August of 1926, Mr. Miller moved his family to McAllen and supervised the construction of 
their new home in the Milmor Addition, which he and Mr. Morris, developed into a restricted 
residential portion of the city. The two-story English Tudor brick veneer home was completed in 
October 1927 and was known as one of the beauty spots in McAllen.  
 
Mr. Miller took progressive steps to make Valley Building and Loan Association one of the 
leading organizations of its kind in South Texas, after the formation of the Milmor Development 
Company in October 1927. In 1929, he was elected president of the McAllen Retail Merchants 
Association and was also named a director of the Texas League of Building and Loan 
Association but was unable to continue because of his labors in the Valley.  

                                                       Planning 
Department 



 
 

Mr. Miller was an active member of the First Methodist Church in McAllen, a member of the 
Fraternal Order of Masons, a Shriner, and a member of the Eastern Star. He held memberships 
in McAllen Rotary Club and in Loyal Service Post No. 37, American Legion, McAllen. He was a 
second Lieutenant in the quartermaster’s corps in the American Army, serving as a transport 
quartermaster aboard the ship “Freida” en route to France.   
 
From 1925 to 1930, Mr. Miller took a leading role in the formation of McAllen’s industrial activity. 
He was credited for bringing the annual state convention of the Texas League of Building and 
Loan Associations to a South Texas city for the first time since its creation. The convention took 
place in McAllen during the month of February 1930 and was one of the last acts he completed 
before he passed away the following month.    
 
HISTORY OF MS. KELSEY: 
Anna Marietta Kelsey was born Hannah Rebecca Allen on September 25, 1863 in Marietta, 
Georgia. When her parents died early in her childhood, she was adopted at the age of 6 by 
John Peter Kelsey and Amanda Brooks Kelsey, who were early settlers of South Texas. After 
Mr. Kelsey’s death in 1898, Miss Kelsey took over the reins of the family’s ranching and farming 
business and became widely known as one the leading “businessmen” of Star and Jim Hogg 
County. She was appointed deputy sheriff of Starr County in 1918, which enabled her to carry a 
gun when on her trips to oversee the large ranches left to her by her father. She was also 
appointed as second in command in the American Protective League, a group organized in 
search of spies along the U.S.-Mexican border. Serving as the first chairman of the Starr 
County Red Cross Chapter, she represented the chapter at a convention in Washington, D.C. in 
1919. 
 
In July 1931, Miss Kelsey moved to McAllen, where she purchased the subject house. Miss 
Kelsey was known as one of the South’s most outstanding philanthropic women and was a 
large donor to the building of churches, parsonages, and public buildings from Corpus Christi to 
Mexico City. Her civic work in McAllen included a $5,000 donation to the Women’s Club 
building, owned by the McAllen City Federation of Women’s Clubs. She served on the board of 
directors of the McAllen Memorial Library and gave $10,000 to the erection of the library. She 
helped with the purchase of the First Methodist Church of McAllen, located on Main Street.  
 
Miss Kelsey published a book on March 1952, “Through the Years,” which reflected her 
knowledge of pioneer life along the border. Proceeds from the sale of the book were donated to 
the Cerebral Palsy fund of Pharr, Texas, beginning with the first royalty check of $315 
presented to the fund at the opening of the Crippled Children’s Center in May 1952. A year 
later, on July 1, 1953, Miss Kelsey passed away in her Jasmine Avenue home.  
 
HISTORY OF THE HOUSE: 
On October 30, 1927 the McAllen Daily Press made a front-page announcement: “Miller Moves 
in New Home.” The article described the Miller’s new house as a “beautiful new home on the 
corner of Miller avenue and 14th Street, in the Milmor Addition” and “entirely modern in every 
respect, and is equipped with new furniture.” The house was built by Mr. J.A. Traylor, 
contractor, while Valley Lumber Company supplied the materials.  
 
Built of brick veneer, the house features hallmarks of the English Tudor style such as two-story, 
steeply pitched roof, cross gables, a chimney crowned by decorative chimney pots, and tudor 
arches. Its two-story placement across two lots of Jasmine Avenue is relieved by its projecting 
tudor arch entrance and extended front chimney. The Miller-Kelsey house is in excellent 



 
 

condition and retains all seven aspects of integrity: location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. 

 
ANALYSIS: 
The Miller-Kelsey House is an outstanding example of a custom-designed English Tudor house 
built during a period of phenomenal growth in South Texas in the mid-1920s. It is a prime 
example of romantic designs that were beginning to replace the more humble bungalow in the 
region. The house is also significant in the area of development for the pivotal role Paul David 
Miller played as a leading role in the formation of McAllen’s industrial, commercial, and 
residential buidling activity and Miss Anna Marietta Kelsey’s knowledge of pioneer life along the 
border.    
The building meets the requirements established under Section 38-413 Sub-section (b) (1) (a) 
of the Historic Preservation Ordinance for a City of McAllen Landmark Designation by way of 
the following:   

1. Possess significance in history, architecture, archeology, and culture; 
2. Is more than 50 years old and embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 

period, or method of historical construction or architecture; 
3. Is associated with the lives of persons significant to our past; 
4. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 

patterns of the city’s history. 
5. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction; 
6. Represents the work of a renowned master designer, builder or craftsman; 
7. Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of the request. 
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