
About the City of McAllen 

Founded in 1904 and incorporated in 1911, the City of McAllen has grown from a small agricultural community into one of the most vibrant and 

fastest-growing cities along the U.S.–Mexico border. Known as the “City of Palms,” McAllen serves as a hub for international trade, retail, 

tourism, and culture in the Rio Grande Valley. Today, the city employs more than 2,600 dedicated public servants across 41 departments, 

delivering essential services to a community of more than 150,000 residents. McAllen city leaders remain committed to transparent governance, 

fiscal responsibility, and enhancing quality of life through innovation, infrastructure, and community engagement. For more information, visit 

www.mcallen.net and follow us on social media @cityofmcallen 
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Get Your Free Library Card This September 

Unlock year-round access to books, digital resources, programs and more 

September is the perfect time to discover more, learn something new and explore at the McAllen 

Public Library (MPL). During Library Card Sign-Up Month, residents are invited to get a free 

card and take advantage of the many resources, programs and services available. 

This year, children signing up for their first library card have something special to look forward 

to: Marty the Library Cat is making his debut with a new design, giving young readers a fun way 

to celebrate their love of reading while connecting them to a world of possibilities. 

At MPL, more than 330,000 items are within reach to include: eBooks, audiobooks, streaming 

movies, eMagazines, online resources, educational tools, technology, programs and services. 

Whether finding a new favorite book, exploring a digital resource, attending a program or 

learning new skills, there is something for everyone. 

Celebrated annually, Library Card Sign-Up Month is an initiative of the American Library 

Association that encourages people to get a library card and explore all it has to offer. This year’s 

theme, “A Library Card Hits All the Right Notes,” highlights the wide range of interests and 

experiences available to the community. 

“A library card opens the door, but what happens next is up to you,” said Library Director Kate 

P. Horan. “At MPL, residents can follow their curiosity, discover new interests and find 

opportunities to learn, create and connect. We are proud to be a place where curiosity thrives.” 

“For children, access to the library can spark curiosity, build confidence and inspire a lifelong 

love of learning,” said City Manager Isaac J. Tawil. “These opportunities help young people 

explore their interests and discover what they are capable of achieving.”  

“Libraries belong to everyone,” said Mayor Javier Villalobos. “Whether you read, attend a 

program, use a computer or spend time in a welcoming space, there is always a place for you at 

MPL.”  

Visit mcallenlibrary.net or call 956-681-3000 today.  
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